The story of how we chose Vieques…we visited Vieques two years ago, right after Chris took her board exam, and absolutely fell in love.  Until recently, Vieques was home to a large US Navy base, and so has remained fairly undeveloped.  It has beautiful unspoiled beaches, a “biobay” that glows at night, and wonderful residents who gladly share their island.  The Navy left in 2003, and so we want to share this little piece of paradise with you before the rest of the world discovers this secret gem.  If you would like to know more, Vieques was recently featured in the New York Times travel section on Friday, March 11, 2005.  Or go to www.enchanted-isle.com or www.elenas-vieques.com. We hope you can join us!

Lodging in Vieques

The wedding will take place at our rented house in neighborhood of Monte Santo Playa, which is near the town of Isabella Segunda (known as Isabella II on the map below) on the north coast of the island.  Here are some inns and resorts that are convenient to the wedding site:

Crow's Nest Inn.  This is where the reception will be held. ($90-100).  It is centrally located, and with a restaurant attached.  877-276-9763

Wyndham Martineau Bay Resort.  The luxury option with an ocean view and amenities. The web site lists rooms available for $145/night if booked in advance.  787-741-4100, www.wyndham.com/hotels/VQSMB/main.wnt
Bravo ($150-190) 787-741-1128

Casa de Amistad ($70-90)  787-741-3758

Adventures Inn ($80-95)  787-741-1564

Further away in the town of Esperanza on the south shore, there are other options.

Hacindo Tamarindo ($125 -150) 787-741-8525

Hector’s by the Sea ($60-100) 787-741-1178

Casa Alta Vista ($55/night) 787-741-3296

Bananas ($55-85)  787-741-8700

Tradewinds ($55-75)  787-741-8666

Amapola  ($75-85)  787-741-1382

Casa de Kathy ($50-80) 787-741-3352

Finally, the Hix Island House in the middle of the island has been featured in many magazines for its unusual, environmentally friendly design. 787-741-2302.

Most, if not all, the accommodations listed above have web links via the website www.enchanted-isle.com/vieques/fyivieques.htm

The inhabited part of the island itself is only several miles wide and long, so no matter where you stay, you should be able to get to the ceremony and the reception fairly easily with a vehicle.
Travel to San Juan, Puerto Rico: 

To get to Vieques, you should first fly to San Juan, Puerto Rico (SJU).  We have arranged for a group discount through American Airlines (5%).  The travel dates must be between May 27 and June 12, 2005.  

To take advantage of these fares, call 800-433-1790.  This offer is not necessarily good for all fares, and does not apply to web fares.  Please tell them that the code is A6455AW for the Liu/Lam wedding.
Travel to Vieques:

There are two choices to get to Vieques.  

Via plane:  You may take a small shuttle plane from San Juan to Vieques. We have set up a group rate with Cape Air which will cost $131 per round trip ticket. Though most round trip tickets are $149 and above, some weekday flights may be even lower than the negotiated rate, so double check when making your reservation.  There are four flights daily.  Call their reservation line at 800-352-0714 and tell them you are with the Lam/ Liu wedding. The planes are extremely small, but the view is incredible. The travel dates must be between May 27 and June 12, 2005. Other airlines you may also want to try are: Air Sunshine (http://www.airsunshine.com/SJU-VQS.htm) and Vieques Air Link (http://www.vieques-island.com/val). Air Culebra (787-268-6951) and Air America (787-276-5669) are two charter air services you can also try. 

When you arrive at the airport in Vieques, you will need to take a publico, which is sort of like a group taxi you share with other passengers, to your hotel or to the car rental agency.  There should be several waiting when you arrive.  If there are none, here is the contact info to call when you arrive:  Henry 787-649-3838, Angel 787-484-8796, and Ana 787-385-2318.

Via car and ferry:  Another option is to take a shuttle from San Juan to the port of Fajardo, where you will then take a ferry from Fajardo to Vieques.  The shuttle is $50 for three people before 6pm, and the ride takes an hour.  The taxi service we recommend is  Padin’s Transportation.  Call Mrs. Rivera at 787-889-2410 after 6:00 pm or email  vconpadin_04@hotmail.com.  Your hotel in Vieques may also have some recommendations for transport.  

There are three ferries a day that go between Fajardo and Vieques.  They depart Fajardo at 9:30am, 1:00pm, and 4:30pm on weekdays.  On weekends, the departure times from Fajardo are 9:00am, 3:00pm, and 6:00pm.  To return, they depart Vieques at 6:30am, 11:00am, and 3:00 pm on weekdays. The departure times from Vieques are 6:30am, 1:00pm, and 4:30pm. 

The ride is 90 minutes and costs $2.  We advise getting there at least 30 minutes before departure. 

The ferry will dock at Isabella Segunda.  You will then need to take a publico (for more info, see previous paragraphs) to your hotel or car rental agency.  There should be several publicos waiting when you arrive.  

Schedule and Activities

Scheduled Events

Rehearsal Dinner and Biobay Tour

Friday, June 3rd, 4:00pm. Come over to our house for an informal BBQ dinner and meet other guests.  Afterwards, we are planning a trip to the “Biobay.” Vieques has the world's best bioluminescent bay, which is home microscopic creatures in the water that glow at night when they are disturbed.  We have arranged for a boat tour of the bay where you can witness this magical phenomenon up close.

Please let us know if you are planning to join us for the dinner and the biobay tour.  

Wedding

Saturday, June 4th, 2005.  4:30 pm.  The ceremony will take place at our house on the beach right by the water.  You may get splashed, so dress casually.  Afterwards, we will have be having dinner and music at the Crow’s Nest Island Cafe starting at 6:00 pm.  Please let us know by May 7, 2005, if you will be joining us for this special day.  

Caribbean brunch

Sunday, June 5th, 2005.  11 am.  Join us for a farewell brunch at a local restaurant (to be decided later) before we all return home.  

Other island activities

In addition to the wonderful beaches of Vieques, here are some events that you may want to schedule in advance.

Snorkeling:  


Abe’s Snorkeling  787-741-2134. 


Blue Caribe 787-741-2522

Kayak Tours of the biobay:


Golden Heron Tours. 787-615-1625 or


biobaynights@hotmail.com


Blue Caribe  787-741-2522


Blue Lagoon 787-741-0025

Horseback Riding: Penny, 787-741-4661
Scuba Diving: 787-742-0803 or 


info@culebradivers.com


Getting Around Vieques

Jeep Rentals

While in Vieques, you will want to rent a four wheel drive vehicle (many of the roads on the island are not paved).  Please do this in advance of your trip, as it may be difficult to do after you've arrived.  There are many rental companies on the island.  Here are a few numbers:

· Acevedo's Car Rental/Fonsins Car Rentals 

787-741-4380

· Steve’s Car Rental  787-741-8135 or stevescarrental@aol.com

· Island Car Rentals 787-741-1666 

· Martineu Car Rental 787-741-0087

· Maritza’s Rental Car  787-741-0078

Island Map

The ceremony will take place at our house, Nyita Linda, which is located in the neighborhood of Monte Santo Playa on the north shore, which is just west of the town of Isabel II 
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For more information on any of these items, see www.elenas-vieques.com, www.enchanted-isle.com or contact us at 617- 451-5051 or stripeyg@yahoo.com or Christine_Liu74@hotmail.com.  Hope to see you there!

Boston Area Reception

As if one party wasn’t enough….we are going to have another reception in Boston once we get back to the States, since many of our friends and family will be unable to join us in Vieques.  So come join us for more food and drinks!

Schedule

Garden reception

Saturday, June 11, 2005

Home of Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Debbie Lam

15 Westminster Road

Marblehead, MA 01945

The festivities begin at 2:00 pm.

2:00 pm. Sushi

4:00 pm. Lobster

6:00 pm. Barbecue

Desserts and activities throughout. Please feel free to arrive at any point in the day

Brunch

Sunday, June 12, 2005.

Home of Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Debbie Lam

15 Westminster Road

Marblehead, MA 01945
11:00 am

Boston Area Lodging

If you are coming to Boston, here are a few options for lodging in the area.

	In Boston

Newbury Guest House

(800) 437-7668

261 Newbury Street

Boston, MA 02116 

Listed Rate: $160/night

A bed & breakfast in the Back Bay area of Boston, near Newbury Street and Prudential Center.  A subway stop is within walking distance. 


	In Boston

Doubletree Hotel  

(617) 956-7900
821 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02116 

Listed Rate: $219/night

Near Chinatown and the Theatre District.  Next door to a subway stop.



	Near Airport

Comfort Inn and Suites Logan Airport

781-485-3600

85 American Legion Highway

Revere, MA 02151

Listed Rate: $139/night

3 miles from Logan Airport, 9 miles from Marblehead.
	In Marblehead

Marblehead Inn 

(781) 639-9999

 264 Pleasant Street

Marblehead, MA 01945 

Listed Rate: $199/night

Located in the center of Marblehead, and only one mile from the reception site.


